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I notice things now as
a district president
that I never noticed
when I was only
serving as a pastor. As I
was reflecting upon my
Lenten disposition this
year, i.e. the things I'm
doing and things I'm
not doing to meditate
upon my Savior, I
realized that I have to
be much more
intentional about
things. When my day-
to-day life was active
parish ministry, it was
so much easier to have
a consistent rhythm
which in turn made it
easier to keep the
Lenten fast. Is this
what the laity feel all
the time? In this way,
the importance of what
our workers do for the
sake of

God's people cannot be
underestimated! For both
young and old!
I still remember in
kindergarten when my
teacher Mrs. Dal Ferro
taught us about Good
Friday and Easter. 
The craft was simple. We
planted grass seeds in a
pot and placed a cross in
the center of the pot, but
it was timed in such a
way that if we watered it
regularly, on Easter
Sunday the grass would
be starting to come up
all around the cross
symbolizing the
resurrection. It makes
me wonder how many
others remember that
very simple lesson if I
too still remember it.

We have so many
people that are
influenced by our
teaching. There are so
many people every day
who know anew what
our Almighty can do
because of our workers!
To our Pastors,
teachers, DCEs,
deaconesses, as you
have worked harder
during this time of
the church year to
help our people see
their salvation anew,
thank you! It truly
makes an eternal
difference to folks who
may not know it
otherwise!

In Christ,
Rev. James B. Maxwell



Deaconess Naomi Moon
Rocky Mountain District 
Communications

Installations
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Naomi Moon was commissioned and
installed on February 22, 2026, as a
Deaconess serving the Rocky Mountain
District as Assistant to the President
for Communications. Naomi graduated
from Concordia Seward with an
undergraduate degree in Theology and
DCE and completed her deaconess
education in the summer of 2025 from
Concordia Seminary St. Louis in the
Online Deaconess Program. Naomi
continued online studies through
Concordia Seminary St. Louis and is
currently finishing her final semester
for a Master’s of Spiritual Care.

Naomi’s husband, Aidan, is currently
Associate Pastor at Family of Christ
Lutheran Church in Colorado Springs
but has accepted a call from the Office
of International Mission to be an
Army Chaplain. Naomi and Aidan
have three children, four and under.



The Rocky Mountain
Distr i c t  adopted  Utah as
our  miss ion e f fort  for  the
tr i ennium 2025-2028 .

To  donate  to  the  Utah
Miss ion ,  p l ease  c l i ck  here .
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Utah Mission

Pres ident  Maxwel l ,
Deaconess  Mel i s sa  DeGroot ,
and Pastor  Jason Cody met
with Utah l eaders  in
March to  d i s cuss  upcoming
opportunit i e s  for  ministry ,
connect ion ,  and
co l laborat ion .

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZNK1/campaign/C-16715
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Pastor  Abel  had four
presentat ions
di str i c twide  in  New
Mexico ,  North and
South Denver ,  and
Utah to  over  350
part i c ipants  o f
pr inc ipa l s ,  d i rectors ,
t eachers ,  educators ,
and church workers .

the faith 
nurturing 

Thank you!
A big  " thank you ! "  to
Pastor  Abel  for
present ing  on the
ult imate  quest ions  o f
l i f e  –  ident i ty ,
purpose ,  t ruth ,
f reedom,  and hope  –
and equipping  church
workers ,  educators ,
and fami l i e s  to
recognize  how the
inf luences  o f  the  world
can mix  with b ib l i ca l
truth .  He  d i s cussed
how to  engage  in
thoughtful ,  Chr i s t -
c entered  conversat ions
with conf idence  and
compass ion .  

Around the District



Date: 
April 20-22 at
YMCA, Estes Park,
Colorado

rm.lcms.org

FAITH TO MOVE MOUNTAINS. . .  ONE STONE AT A TIME

ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

March 2026

Seven Circuits
PA S T OR S  S PR I NG  C O N F E R E NC E  -  2 0 2 6

Save the Date

Speaker: 
Dr. A. Andrew Das,
Professor
Department of
Religious Studies at
the Elmhurst
University in
Elmhurst Illinois.

Topic: 
Paul, the Mosaic
Law, and
Remarriage, with a
Little Thessalonian
Detour.

Registration: 
Click here for registration form

Click here for full schedule

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Frm.lcms.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F01%2FRegistration-Spring-Conf-2026.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Frm.lcms.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F01%2FRegistration-Spring-Conf-2026.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Frm.lcms.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F01%2Fspring-2026-schedule.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


After Christendom" Dr.
Francisco's presentation
will consider what it
means to be Lutheran in
a rapidly de-
christianizing, post-
Christian culture.

Information about
conference and hotel
registration will be
coming soon.
Please contact Pastor
Escue with any
questions.

Click here for flyer
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The Southern Region
Pastor’s Conference is
scheduled for April 27-29,
2026, Mon. - Wed., at the
Drury Plaza Hotel, Santa
Fe, NM. 

The Spring Conference was
held in 2022 and 2023 at
the Drury Plaza Hotel. In
addition to a special room
and parking rate offered by
the Drury.
All rooms will be further
discounted due to a
generous donor.
Sandia North Circuit is 
the hosting circuit.

Dr. Adam Francisco, a
Fellow with 1517.org.
Before joining 1517.org,
Dr. Francisco served as
professor at Concordia
Theological Seminary,
Ft. Wayne, Concordia
University/Chicago,
and Concordia
University/Irvine.

THE LCMS RMD SOUTHERN REGION 
PASTORS' CONFERENCE 
SPRING CONFERENCESPRING CONFERENCE

Date: Guest 
Speaker:

Topic: 

mailto:immanuellcms@hotmail.com
mailto:immanuellcms@hotmail.com
https://rm.lcms.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Tri-Circuit-Flyer-2026.pdf
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LWML Rocky
Mountain District
Convention

All women are invited to join with
Lutheran Women in Mission in
attending the 2026 LWML Rocky
Mountain District Convention,
June 5-7, 2026. 

Pastor Gary Piepkorn is our
keynote speaker. 

Join us for a weekend of worship,
fellowship, renewal, and
inspiration as we seek to grow
deeper in our faith and shine
brighter in our daily lives. Bible
studies and inspirational mission
speakers are a highlight.

Date:

Faith that Can Move Mountains,
based on Matthew 17:20b. We have
planned a Spirit-filled gathering of
women from all walks of life! 

Theme:

Guest Speaker:

Registration:
Early discount registration ends
April 1, 2026. Register now! Mark
your calendar now to join together
at The Antlers, Colorado Springs
this summer. Come expecting God
to move in your heart and in your
life! For more information and to
register visit our website:
lwmlrmd.org. 

http://lwmlrmd.org/
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Colorado March for Life
April 17, 2026
Let’s have a large LCMS
presence at the Colorado
March For Life!

Rev. James Maxwell,
President, RM District
LCMS will be leading the
opening prayer.
Whether you are driving or
need transportation, please
register. We will gather at
the rally to represent the
Rocky Mountain District
(LCMS) - look for the lime
green flags and signs.
Please note: Bus seats
require registration to
reserve a spot.

Register by April 10th!
Click here to register

Click here for individual
registration

8:30 am - Bus departs Faith
Lutheran Church 3999 So. 1st. St.,
Johnstown
to Mt Zion, Denver
9:30 am - LCMS Prayer Service -
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, 500
Drake Street, Denver
10:15 am - Bus departs to Rally
11:00 am - Rally - Colorado State
Capitol, 200 E. Colfax, Denver
12:00 pm - March - Colorado State
Capitol
1:15 pm - Bus departs back to
churches

Bus Transportation
We will charter a bus
from the north again,
with stops at Faith in
Johnstown (8:30 am)
and Mt. Zion in
Denver. Plan to join us
for the Prayer Service
at Mt. Zion and reserve
a seat on the bus to the
event.

For more information,
please contact
Deaconess Melissa
DeGroot
districtlifecoordinator@
gmail.com, 401-301-
1880 (call or text).

Schedule:

https://rm.lcms.org/event/march-for-life-colorado/
https://marchforlife.quorum.us/campaign/141714/
https://marchforlife.quorum.us/campaign/141714/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Faith+Lutheran+Church+-+LCMS/@40.3362429,-104.9632386,793m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x876ea9bdfdaa8671:0x61c4286a6954d20!8m2!3d40.3362429!4d-104.9606583!16s%2Fg%2F1th82flt?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDIyMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Faith+Lutheran+Church+-+LCMS/@40.3362429,-104.9632386,793m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x876ea9bdfdaa8671:0x61c4286a6954d20!8m2!3d40.3362429!4d-104.9606583!16s%2Fg%2F1th82flt?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDIyMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/search/500+Drake+Street,+Denver?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/500+Drake+Street,+Denver?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/200+E.+Colfax,+Denver?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:districtlifecoordinator@gmail.com
mailto:districtlifecoordinator@gmail.com
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Call Day Dates
Save the Date

Vicarage & Deaconess Internship
Assignment Service
Tuesday, April 28, 7:00 p.m.
Preacher: Rev. Eric T. Lange
Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Gresham, Oregon, and First Vice-
President of the Northwest
District

Candidate Call Service
Wednesday, April 29, 7:00 p.m.
Preacher: Rev. Dr. William A.
Harmon
President of the Southeastern
District

Click here for CTSFW Call Day
Website

CSL Call Day is April 28, 2026. 
Assignments and calls will be
announced and celebrated
during two worship services in
the Chapel of St. Timothy and
St. Titus: 

Assignment of Vicarages and
Deaconess Internships Tuesday,
April 28, at 3 p.m. (CDT) 

Assignment of Calls 
Tuesday, April 28, at 7:00 p.m.
(CDT). 

Click here for CSL Call Day
Website

https://ctsfw.regfox.com/2026-call-day?j=262869&sfmc_sub=68437627&l=279_HTML&u=8431899&mid=526002767&jb=35&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2026.03.06%20Call%20Day%20Information&utm_content=call_day_2025
https://ctsfw.regfox.com/2026-call-day?j=262869&sfmc_sub=68437627&l=279_HTML&u=8431899&mid=526002767&jb=35&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2026.03.06%20Call%20Day%20Information&utm_content=call_day_2025
https://www.csl.edu/academics/call-day-services/
https://www.csl.edu/academics/call-day-services/


T o  s e e  a n y  c u r r e n t
v a c a n c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e
D i s t r i c t ,  p l e a s e  c l i c k
h e r e

Extras
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Contact Information
Newsletter Deadline - 
First of Each Month
Send news to
communications@rm.lcms.org

To contact the Rocky Mountain District,
please email
info@rm.lcms.org

T o  u p d a t e  y o u r  r o s t e r
p a p e r w o r k ,  o r  i f  y o u  h a v e
a n y  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e
c o n t a c t
M s .  M o n i q u e  H j a l m q u i s t
m o n i q u e @ r m . l c m s . o r g
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  
R e v .  J a m e s  M a x w e l l ,  
D i s t r i c t  P r e s i d e n t

D i s t r i c t  E m p l o y e e  C o n t a c t s
D c s .  M e l i s s a  D e G r o o t ;  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  M i s s i o n  &  M e r c y

R e v .  J a s o n  C o d y ;  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  M i s s i o n  &  A d v a n c e m e n t  

W i l l  V a n n :  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  E d u c a t i o n

D c s .  N a o m i  M o o n ;  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

M o n i q u e  H j a l m q u i s t :  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

J i m  K u e h n e r t ;  B u s i n e s s  O f f i c e

March 2026

Questions

https://rm.lcms.org/official-business/calls-vacancies/current-vacancies-commissioned-minister/
https://rm.lcms.org/about-us/our-staff/
mailto:melissa@rm.lcms.org
mailto:jason@rm.lcms.org
mailto:vann@rm.lcms.org
mailto:communications@rm.lcms.org
mailto:monique@rm.lcms.org
mailto:business@rm.lcms.org
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	Utah Mission
	The Rocky Mountain District adopted Utah as our mission effort for the triennium 2025-2028.
	To donate to the Utah Mission, please click here.
	President Maxwell, Deaconess Melissa DeGroot, and Pastor Jason Cody met with Utah leaders in March to discuss upcoming opportunities for ministry, connection, and collaboration.
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	Seven Circuits
	PASTORS SPRING CONFERENCE - 2026
	Date:  April 20-22 at YMCA, Estes Park, Colorado
	Speaker:  Dr. A. Andrew Das, Professor Department of Religious Studies at the Elmhurst University in Elmhurst Illinois.
	Topic:  Paul, the Mosaic Law, and Remarriage, with a Little Thessalonian Detour.
	Registration:  Click here for registration form
	Click here for full schedule
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	THE LCMS RMD SOUTHERN REGION  PASTORS' CONFERENCE
	SPRING CONFERENCE
	Date:
	The Southern Region Pastor’s Conference is scheduled for April 27-29, 2026, Mon. - Wed., at the Drury Plaza Hotel, Santa Fe, NM.
	The Spring Conference was held in 2022 and 2023 at the Drury Plaza Hotel. In addition to a special room and parking rate offered by the Drury. All rooms will be further discounted due to a generous donor. Sandia North Circuit is  the hosting circuit.

	Guest  Speaker:
	Dr. Adam Francisco, a Fellow with 1517.org. Before joining 1517.org, Dr. Francisco served as professor at Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, Concordia University/Chicago, and Concordia University/Irvine.

	Topic:
	After Christendom" Dr. Francisco's presentation will consider what it means to be Lutheran in a rapidly de-christianizing, post-Christian culture.
	Information about conference and hotel registration will be coming soon. Please contact Pastor Escue with any questions.
	Click here for flyer
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	LWML Rocky Mountain District Convention
	Date:
	All women are invited to join with Lutheran Women in Mission in attending the 2026 LWML Rocky Mountain District Convention, June 5-7, 2026.

	Theme:
	Faith that Can Move Mountains, based on Matthew 17:20b. We have planned a Spirit-filled gathering of women from all walks of life!

	Guest Speaker:
	Pastor Gary Piepkorn is our keynote speaker.
	Join us for a weekend of worship, fellowship, renewal, and inspiration as we seek to grow deeper in our faith and shine brighter in our daily lives. Bible studies and inspirational mission speakers are a highlight.

	Registration:
	Early discount registration ends April 1, 2026. Register now! Mark your calendar now to join together at The Antlers, Colorado Springs this summer. Come expecting God to move in your heart and in your life! For more information and to register visit our website: lwmlrmd.org.
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	Colorado March for Life
	April 17, 2026
	Let’s have a large LCMS presence at the Colorado March For Life!
	Rev. James Maxwell, President, RM District LCMS will be leading the opening prayer. Whether you are driving or need transportation, please register. We will gather at the rally to represent the Rocky Mountain District (LCMS) - look for the lime green flags and signs. Please note: Bus seats require registration to reserve a spot.
	Register by April 10th! Click here to register
	Click here for individual registration
	Bus Transportation We will charter a bus from the north again, with stops at Faith in Johnstown (8:30 am) and Mt. Zion in Denver. Plan to join us for the Prayer Service at Mt. Zion and reserve a seat on the bus to the event.
	For more information, please contact Deaconess Melissa DeGroot districtlifecoordinator@gmail.com, 401-301-1880 (call or text).


	Schedule:
	8:30 am - Bus departs Faith Lutheran Church 3999 So. 1st. St., Johnstown to Mt Zion, Denver 9:30 am - LCMS Prayer Service - Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, 500 Drake Street, Denver 10:15 am - Bus departs to Rally 11:00 am - Rally - Colorado State Capitol, 200 E. Colfax, Denver 12:00 pm - March - Colorado State Capitol 1:15 pm - Bus departs back to churches
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	Extras
	March 2026
	Questions
	To update your roster paperwork, or if you have any other questions, please contact Ms. Monique Hjalmquist monique@rm.lcms.org Administrative Assistant to  Rev. James Maxwell,  District President
	To see any current vacancies within the District, please click here

	Contact Information
	Newsletter Deadline -  First of Each Month Send news to communications@rm.lcms.org
	To contact the Rocky Mountain District, please email info@rm.lcms.org

	District Employee Contacts
	Dcs. Melissa DeGroot; Assistant to the President for Mission & Mercy
	Rev. Jason Cody; Assistant to the President for Mission & Advancement
	Will Vann: Assistant to the President for Education
	Dcs. Naomi Moon; Assistant to the President for Communications
	Monique Hjalmquist: Administrative Assistant to the President
	Jim Kuehnert; Business Office
	rm.lcms.org



