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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

How often do you play this game:

If I had [blank] then I would be

happy. If [blank] happened, then

everything would be ok and I'd

have peace in my life? Once I do

this. Once I do that. And how often

does this unhelpfully also morph

into: "If they would [blank], then

things wouldn't be like this... Why

can't they just [blank] ...?

           Enter John the Baptist

stage right. A wild looking hermit

of a man who wore clothing made

of camels hair with a leather belt

around his waist, and he ate

locusts and wild honey... And this

is his message: "Repent! For the

kingdom of heaven is near!... You

brood of vipers! Who warned you

to flee from the wrath to come?

Bear fruit in keeping with

repentance." (Matt. 3:2, 7b-8)

           Hey snakes, you think

Daddy Abraham is gonna bail you

out of this one? Not likely. You

know why? It's your fault. Sit down

in front of the mirror and take a

good look. Say it with me: "It's me.

I. I'm the problem it's me."

As we find ourselves in advent, as

we're hoping for peace this

Christmas and thinking about how we

might achieve some changes in

2026 so that life won't be quite so

bad, this weird bug eating guy in the

wilderness shows up and tells you the

cold hard reality that the problems in

your life are largely our own fault. ...

and he's right.

           Think about the times in your

life when you had to hear a really

hard truth. Worst part about hearing

this? It was true. And did we need to

hear it? And are we willing to hear it? 

           As Christmas is around the

corner... As we are getting ready to

celebrate the birth of our Savior,

consider why we are celebrating.

Consider how we'll put a lot of effort

into decorating, putting up a tree,

putting up lights, buying gifts,

wrapping gifts, baking, etc... But will

we heed the prophet in the

wilderness? John the Baptist says:

"Good morning snakes, how 'bout you

change?" How 'bout you repent? How

'bout you turn? Do an about face and

get ready not just for some peace,

but the forgiveness that makes that

peace a reality!

       Our Lord Jesus Christ steps

into our world to be born so that

one day he might go to the cross

and die for you. He offers you

everything: Forgiveness! Life!

Salvation! As you think of

everything that swirls around you

this time of year, and how much

supposedly depends upon your

"mighty power" to bring Christmas

to others, don't forget that He

comes into this world for you too!

Don't be too proud to admit that

the blood of Jesus is sufficient

enough to save you too! 

Merry Christmas! 

Rev. James B. Maxwell



My husband Rob and I  were  mar r ied  in  October  o f  1996 .  We met  a t  Hope Lutheran
Church  in  Aurora ,  Co lorado ,  where  he  is  a  l i fe - long member  and I  was  teach ing  a t  the
t ime .  Our  fami l y  increased by  one in  2005 wi th  the  b i r th  o f  our  f i r s t  daughter ,  Rache l .
Rache l  i s  cur rent l y  a  jun ior  a t  Concord ia  Univers i t y  Nebraska  s tudy ing  to  be  lawyer .
Tabi tha ,  our  second daughter  was  born  in  2008,  and is  a  jun ior  a t  Lutheran  High
Schoo l  Parker .  B ingo ,  the  dog ,  was  adopted r ight  before  COVID and s t i l l  th inks
ever yone shou ld  s tay  a t  home and spend t ime wi th  h im.  Lutheran  educat ion  is
impor tant  to  our  fami l y .  Both  Rob and I  a t tended Lutheran  grade schoo ls ,  and Rob is  a
Denver  Lutheran  High  graduate .  As  a  fami l y ,  we  en joy  mov ie  n ights  and p lay ing  board
games .  Our  Four th  o f  Ju l y  t r ip  to  the  mounta ins  i s  a  h igh  l ight  o f  our  year  w i th  t ime
spent  w i th  fami l y  away  f rom the  ever yday  ac t i v i t ies .  ‘

I  g raduated wi th  my  Lutheran  Teaching  Dip loma f rom Concord ia  Co l lege ,  Seward ,  in
1994 .  My  f i r s t  ca l l  lead  me to  Our  Sav ior  Lutheran  in  Houston ,  Texas .  I  moved to  Aurora
to  mar r y  Rob in  1996 and taught  a t  Hope Lutheran  Schoo l  unt i l  i t  c losed in  2001 .
Tr in i t y  Lutheran  Schoo l  in  F ranktown ,  Co lorado ,  then  ca l led  be  to  be  the  seventh  and
eighth  grade teacher .  I  have  a lway s  taught  in  the  seventh  and e ighth  grades .  My
favor i te  sub ject  i s  math .  In  2005 I  asked fo r  a  peacefu l  re lease  f rom my ca l l  to  s tay  a t
home and ra ise  my  daughters .  When they  were  o ld  enough to  a t tend schoo l ,  I
inte r v iewed fo r  a  new pos i t ion  a t  Tr in i t y  in  F ranktown .  I  was  h i red  as  a  par t - t ime
teacher  in  2013 and have  ser ved in  that  capac i t y  s ince .  At  the  beginn ing  o f  the  cur rent
schoo l  year ,  Tr in i t y  ca l led  me to  a  fu l l  t ime teach ing  pos i t ion  in  the  seventh  and e ighth
grades .  It  i s  wonder fu l  to  be  in  min is t r y  a t  Tr in i t y ,  and I  am so  thankfu l  to  aga in  ser ve
as  a  ca l led  teacher  as  par t  o f  the  communi ty  there
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 Instal l at ion -  Laur ie  Par ton as Tr ini ty ,  Franktown 7/8  grade teachert h

Tr in i t y  has  been an  impor tant  par t  o f  my  l i fe  fo r  severa l
years .  I  have  taught  a t  Tr in i t y  fo r  15  years ,  and my
chi ld ren  a t tended both  the  ELC and grade schoo l .  The
re la t ionsh ips  I  have  bu i l t  w i th  the  s ta f f ,  parents ,  and
students  have  s t rengthened my fa i th  and susta ined me
through tough t imes .  Each  new schoo l  year  i s  another
oppor tun i t y  to  bu i ld  those  a l l  impor tant  re la t ionsh ips  and
share  the  love  o f  Jesus .  Th is  year  i s  no  except ion .  Ever y
day  I  am exc i ted  to  touch the  l i ves  o f  my  s tudents  w i th
the  l ight  o f  Chr is t .
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Pastor  John Larson celebrates 
20th Anniversar y of  Minist r y  at  

Ascension Lutheran Church in  Li t t leton!   

Pastor  John Larson has  been ser v ing  as  Ascens ion 's  be loved Pastor
s ince  November  15 ,  2005 .  

In  the  words  o f  E lder  J im Wer t :  
"Congratu la t ions ,  Pastor  Larson ,  on  20 years  o f  fa i th fu l  and

hear t fe l t  ser v ice  to  Ascens ion  Lutheran  Church !  Your  s teadfas t
leadersh ip ,  compass ionate  gu idance ,  and Chr is t -centered  devot ion

have  b lessed our  communi ty  in  count less  way s .  Thank  you  fo r
wa lk ing  wi th  us  th rough joy s  and cha l lenges ,  nur tu r ing  our  fa i th ,

and re f lec t ing  God 's  g race  in  a l l  you  do .  We are  deep l y  g ra te fu l  fo r
your  min is t r y  and ce lebra te  th is  mi les tone wi th  hear t fe l t

apprec ia t ion . "  
 

The  congregat ion ,  a long wi th  Pres ident  Maxwe l l ,  ce lebra ted  wi th  a
recept ion  on  Sunday ,  November  16

 December 2025
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Fi rs t  A id  fo r  Menta l  Hea l th  
Cer t i f i ca t ion  Course

Locat ion :  
Peace Lutheran  Church  
5675 F ie ld  St reet ,  
A r vada ,  CO 80002

Date :  Januar y  24 ,  2026
9 :00am-3 :00pm

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://www.mhfaco.org/find-a-class/attend/1950
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The CTSFW Kantore i ,  under  the  d i rec t ion  o f  Kantor  Kev in  Hi ldebrand ,  w i l l  be
t rave l ing  to  New Mexico  fo r  the i r  Januar y  2026 tour .  The  f ina l  s top  fo r  the  tour
wi l l  be  an  Epiphany  Evening  Prayer  Ser v ice  in  Kramer  Chape l  a t  CTSFW on
Januar y  22 ,  wh ich  w i l l  be  l i ves t reamed .

TOUR STOPS
Santa  Fe ,  NM:  Monday ,  Januar y  5 ,  6 :30 p .m . ,  Immanue l  Lutheran  Church
Albuquerque ,  NM:  Tuesday ,  Januar y  6 ,  7 :00 p .m. ,  Grace  Lutheran  Church
Roswel l ,  NM:  Wednesday ,  Januar y  7 ,  7 :00 p .m. ,  Immanue l  Lutheran  Church
Las  Cruces ,  NM:  Thursday ,  Januar y  8 ,  7 :00 p .m. ,  Miss ion  Lutheran  Church

The Rev .  Je f f rey  Kazmiersk i ,  CTSFW admiss ion  counse lor ,  w i l l  se r ve  as  preacher
on  the  tour .  Assoc ia te  Kantor  Mat thew Machemer  w i l l  se r ve  as  organis t .  

The  Kantore i  represents  the  Seminar y  on  tours  and s ings  fo r  da i l y  chape l
ser v ices ,  seasona l  Chora l  Vespers ,  and other  events .  The  choi r  has  a lso
recorded severa l  CDs o f  sacred  music ,  wh ich  a re  heard  regu la r l y  on  Lutheran
Pub lic  Radio ,  and record ings  a re  s t reaming on  App le  Mus ic  and Spot i f y .
If  you  l i ve  near  one  o f  the  tour  s tops ,  a t tend i f  you ' re  ab le  and spread the  word
to  o thers  who might  be  interes ted .  For  fu l l  deta i l s  and a  media  k i t ,  c l i ck  here  or
v is i t  c ts fw .edu/kantore i - tour .

https://music.apple.com/us/artist/the-kantorei-of-concordia-theological-seminary-fort-wayne/1460347541
https://open.spotify.com/artist/7C8sut1Q2LevntLwKUQgMi?si=35it1lmOTOabxYZe9S6nvg&j=255239&sfmc_sub=68444192&l=279_HTML&u=8011968&mid=526002767&jb=1&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025.12.11+Kantorei+Tour+Announcement&utm_content=kantorei-spotify&nd=1&dlsi=a0dcd31d5c9d4d81
https://ctsfw.regfox.com/2026-kantorei-tour?j=255239&sfmc_sub=68444192&l=279_HTML&u=8011970&mid=526002767&jb=1&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2025.12.11+Kantorei+Tour+Announcement&utm_content=kantorei-tour-26-event-page
http://ctsfw.edu/kantorei-tour
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Deaconess  Sara  Smi th  v is i ted  Deaconess  Melissa  DeGroot  in  Co lorado
to  pass  the  baton  on  to  her  w i th  D is t r ic t  Li fe  Coord inator  mater ia ls .
Deac  Smi th  s teps  back  f rom the  pos i t ion  into  semi- re t i rement  a f te r
fa i th fu l l y  ser v ing  the  d is t r ic t  fo r  four  years .  Sara  and Melissa  a lso
worked on  a  podcast  inte r v iew dur ing  the  v is i t  wh ich  w i l l  l i ke l y  launch
some t ime in  2026 .  

 December 2025

Check  out  A f f i rming L i fe  News on  our  D is t r ic t  Webs i te

https://rm.lcms.org/rmd-missions-ministries/affirming-life/life-news/
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Utah Mission

The Rocky  Mounta in  Dis t r ic t  adopted Utah  as  our  miss ion
ef fo r t  fo r  the  t r ienn ium 2025-2028 .

Our  congregat ions  and schoo ls  in  Utah  are  work ing
who lehear ted l y  to  fa i th fu l l y  p roc la im the  Gospe l  in  a  reg ion  o f

our  D is t r ic t  where  the  proc lamat ion  o f  the  Tru th  faces  more
oppos i t ion  than  in  most  a reas  o f  our  count r y ,  and pastors ,

teachers  and la i t y  a l i ke  ident i t y  the  miss ion  f ie ld  in  Utah  as
unique and o f  c r i t ica l  impor tance ,  and a t  our  “ f ront  door”  and

we are  b lessed to  have  es tab l i shed congregat ions ,  fa i th fu l
pastors  and teachers ,  and God l y  la i t y  es tab l i shed in  the  f ie ld

who labor .
To  donate  to  the  Utah  Miss ion ,  p lease  c l ick  here .

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZNK1/campaign/C-16715


SCRIPTURE BASIS:  “…to  equip  the  sa ints  fo r  work  o f  min is t r y ,  fo r  bu i ld ing  up  the  body  o f
Chr is t ,  unt i l  a l l  o f  us  come to  the  un i t y  o f  the  fa i th  and o f  the  knowledge o f  the  Son o f
God ,  to  matur i t y ,  to  the  measure  o f  the  fu l l  s ta tu re  o f  Chr is t . ”   Ephes ians  4 :  12-13 .

MISSION STATEMENT :  Nur tu r ing  the  Fa i th  Workshops  prov ide  oppor tun i t ies  to  be
re f reshed and renewed in  the  Word  fo r  a l l  sa ints  min is te r ing  to  ch i ld ren ,  youth ,  and adu l ts .

OBJECTIVE :  To  promote  persona l  sp i r i tua l  g rowth  and deve lop  fa i th- f i l l ed  re la t ionsh ips
through encounter ing  God ’s  Word .

rm.lcms.org
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FEB‌

GUEST SPEAKER :  REV .  SCOT T ABEL ,  
Lead Pastor ,  Our  Father  Lutheran  Church ,  Centennia l ,  CO.  

Rev .  Scot t  Abe l  has  ser ved as  a  Lutheran  pastor  fo r  over  20 years  and
cur rent l y  ser ves  as  the  lead  pastor  o f  Our  Father  Lutheran  Church  in
Centennia l ,  Co lorado .  He is  deep l y  pass ionate  about  he l p ing
Chr is t ians  s tep  back  f rom the  no ise  and assumpt ions  o f  contemporar y
cu l tu re  and see  l i fe  c lear l y  th rough the  lens  o f  God ’s  Word .

Much o f  Scot t ’s  teach ing  centers  on  the  u l t imate  quest ions  o f  l i fe  –
ident i t y ,  purpose ,  t ru th ,  f reedom,  and hope –  and how peop le  today
of ten  answer  these  quest ions  by  mix ing  cu l tu ra l  ideas  w i th  b ib l ica l
t ru th .  Wi th  a  hear t  fo r  both  theo log ica l  c la r i t y  and pastora l  care ,  he
seeks  to  equip  church  workers ,  educators ,  and fami l ies  to  recognize
these  in f luences  and engage thought fu l ,  Chr is t -centered
conversat ions  w i th  conf idence and compass ion .

“Nur tu r ing  the  Fa i th”  Gather ings
are  des igned fo r  pastors ,
p reschoo l ,  e lementar y  and h igh
schoo l  s ta f fs ,  DCEs ,  church
leaders ,  Sunday  schoo l  teachers ,
youth  workers ,  and others  who are
invo l ved  in  the  min is t r y  o f
ch i ld ren ,  youth ,  and adu l ts .  B r ing
your  B ib le  w i th  you !

the faith‌
nurturing‌



Cont inued :  

Many  Chr is t ians  today  a re  fo rming the i r  unders tanding  o f  l i fe  by  b lending
cu l tu ra l  messages ,  persona l  exper ience ,  and b ib l ica l  t ru th .  When these
in f luences  go  unexamined ,  fa i th  can  become jumbled and uncer ta in .  At  the  same
t ime ,  many  who do not  ident i f y  as  Chr is t ian  s t i l l  l i ve  by  ideas  about  love ,
d ign i t y ,  jus t ice ,  and hope that  u l t imate l y  come f rom the  b ib l ica l  s to r y  –  o f ten
wi thout  recogniz ing  the i r  source .  

In  both  cases ,  the  same deep quest ions  remain ,  shaping  how peop le  l i ve .
Who am I?
Why  am I  here?
Where  d id  I  come f rom?
Where  am I  go ing?
Who dec ides  what  i s  t rue?

For  th is  year ’s  Nur tu r ing  the  Fa i th ,  Pastor  Scot t  Abe l  w i l l  he l p  those  who a t tend
step back  f rom the  confus ion  o f  compet ing  vo ices  and see  that  on l y  the  B ib le  –
centered on  Jesus  Chr is t  –  o f fe rs  rea l ,  beaut i fu l ,  and  hope- f i l led  answers  to
l i fe ’s  u l t imate  quest ions .

Nur tu r ing  the  Fa i th  2026         Registrat ion cost  -  $35/per  person
Feb .  23     New Mexico  -  Chr is t  Lutheran  Schoo l ,  Albuquerque ,  NM 
Feb .  24    Nor th  Denver  -  Tr in i t y  Lutheran  Schoo l ,  Gree ley ,  CO        
Feb .  26     South  Denver  –  Peace Wi th  Chr is t  Chr is t ian  Schoo l ,  Aurora ,  CO     
Feb .  27     Utah  –  Concord ia  E lem.  and Learn ing  Center /Ho l y  Tr in i t y ,  R iver ton ,  UT

 Regis t ra t ion  opens  Januar y  16th .

Any  quest ions ,  p lease  contact  the  Educat ion  o f f ice .
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the faith‌
nurturing‌

FEB‌

mailto:info@rm.lcms.org
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As we come to  the  end o f  the  year ,  we  look  back  on  a l l  o f  the  way s
God has  prov ided and b lessed th is  d is t r ic t  and a l l  the  min is t r ies
wi th in  i t .  We da i l y  remember  the  g i f t  g i ven  to  us  in  the  l i fe ,  death ,
and resur rect ion  o f  Jesus  Chr is t .  If  i t  i s  on  your  hear t ,  we  ask
that  you  or  your  congregat ions  prayer fu l l y  cons ider  g iv ing  to  any
of  the  Dis t r ic t  Min is t r ies

To see  the  fu l l  l i s t  o f  g iv ing  oppor tun i t ies ,  p lease  v is i t
Des ignated Gi f ts  fo r  D is t r ic t  Min is t r ies

C lick  here  to  see  Pastor
Cody ’s  Year  End Oppor tun i t y
to  Suppor t  RMD’s  Miss ion  in

2026 Let te r

https://rm.lcms.org/gifts/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG7tAnerbY/n5QLkhAWc4dXC9UI1OTvgQ/edit?utm_content=DAG7tAnerbY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG7tAnerbY/n5QLkhAWc4dXC9UI1OTvgQ/edit?utm_content=DAG7tAnerbY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG7tAnerbY/n5QLkhAWc4dXC9UI1OTvgQ/edit?utm_content=DAG7tAnerbY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG7tAnerbY/n5QLkhAWc4dXC9UI1OTvgQ/edit?utm_content=DAG7tAnerbY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG7tAnerbY/n5QLkhAWc4dXC9UI1OTvgQ/edit?utm_content=DAG7tAnerbY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG7tAnerbY/n5QLkhAWc4dXC9UI1OTvgQ/edit?utm_content=DAG7tAnerbY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG7tAnerbY/n5QLkhAWc4dXC9UI1OTvgQ/edit?utm_content=DAG7tAnerbY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
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Blessings,  
From the  
Ro cky Mo untain
Distr ict  Staff

For  to  us  a  chi ld  is  born ,
    to  us  a  son  is  given ;
and  the  government  shal l  be  upon his  sho uld er,
    and  his  name shal l  be  ca l led
Wond erful  Co unselor,  Mighty  Go d ,
    Everlast ing  Father,  Prince  of  Peace .
I saiah  9 :6  (ESV)



T o  s e e  a n y  c u r r e n t  v a c a n c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e
D i s t r i c t ,  p l e a s e  c l i c k  h e r e  

EXTRAS
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Contact Information
Newsletter Deadline - 
First of Each Month
Send news to
communications@rm.lcms.org

To contact the Rocky Mountain
District, please email
info@rm.lcms.org

T o  u p d a t e  y o u r  r o s t e r  p a p e r w o r k ,  o r  i f  y o u
h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t
M s .  M o n i q u e  H j a l m q u i s t
m o n i q u e @ r m . l c m s . o r g
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  
R e v .  J a m e s  M a x w e l l ,  D i s t r i c t  P r e s i d e n t
R e v .  P a u l  A l b e r s ,  D i s t r i c t  E d u c a t i o n
E x e c u t i v e

D i s t r i c t  E m p l o y e e  C o n t a c t s

D c s .  M e l i s s a  D e G r o o t ;  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  M i s s i o n  &  M e r c y

R e v .  J a s o n  C o d y ;  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  M i s s i o n  &  A d v a n c e m e n t  

N a o m i  M o o n ;  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

M o n i q u e  H j a l m q u i s t :  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

J i m  K u e h n e r t ;  B u s i n e s s  O f f i c e

 December 2025

Note to Treasurers:

Click here to see the 
2026 Church
Remittance Voucher
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