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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
In the month of October, we as

Lutherans celebrate that we are

saved by grace through faith in

Jesus as it is revealed to us in

the Holy Scriptures!  We

remember that we are not

saved because of our works,

but faith in Jesus!  I've never

thought, however, just how

much faith those in Luther's

day truly had.  It wasn't just that

they realized they were saved

because of Jesus, but in the

face of all the trials and

persecutions they encountered, 

their faith was present in a way

we don't usually consider, yet

still a gift of the Holy Spirit.

In our day, as we continue to

encounter much change

around us, political instability,

myriads of things in our

personal lives that necessitate

change and cause unrest, do

we also have faith? And when

we think about all which

causes us anxiety, do we have

enough faith?

Once when Luther was asked

this question, "Do I have

enough faith?" he responded

that just by asking the

question we do.  May your

faith and your hearts be

settled today my brothers and

sisters knowing that you are

redeemed by Jesus. And

thanks be to God that you

don't contribute. He does it all.

In His service,

James B. Maxwell
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Makia Adler
Serving the Lord in

Latin America and 

Caribbean Region

Makia Adler serves the Lord through The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) as a missionary in the

Latin America and the Caribbean region, based in Belize. As a volunteer coordinator, she provides support

for all short-term volunteers serving in the country. This includes assisting with every step of the process,

from recruitment to on-the-ground logistics to future ways to serve once volunteers wrap up their service.

Makia also serves as a resource for any LCMS team or individual member working in Belize. Through this

work, she seeks to equip all LCMS volunteers for effective service.

Makia is from Wray, Colo., where she attends Calvary Lutheran Church. In May 2025, she graduated from the

University of South Dakota with a Bachelor of Science degree in sociology and psychology, with a

specialization in disaster response. In college, she worked as a student ambassador for the Admissions

Department and as a residence assistant. She also worked as an assistant agricultural manager at Adler

Farms from 2017 until 2025. Makia’s desire to serve on the international mission field developed during a

variety of short-term mission experiences, including shadowing an LCMS missionary in Europe (2024) and

serving on mission trips to the Dominican Republic (2022 and 2023) and Thailand (2024). In her free time,

Makia loves reading, crocheting and growing plants.

To sign up for Makia’s newsletter, click here

To support Makia in her ministry, click here

Pray for Makia as she serves in the Latin America and the Caribbean region. Pray for her safety and that

she would learn Spanish quickly in order to communicate effectively in her new country of residence. Give

thanks to God for the faithful service of those who volunteer their time, talents and treasure in support of

LCMS mission efforts in this part of the world.

http://eepurl.com/jhVCQM
https://www.lcms.org/givenow/adler


Gwen Marshall
Early Childhood Director at Trinity-Greeley

RM District Early Childhood Consultant

In 1985, I moved to the Rocky Mountain District.  My next call was to Mt. Zion in Boulder.  While I was there,

I became part of the RMD School Ministry Committee and have served with that group for all but 5 of the

past 37 years.  I have the privilege of representing our District at synodical events as the Early Childhood

Consultant.  I have also been very involved as a captain and consultant for National Lutheran School

Accreditation.

I was director/teacher at Trinity Lutheran in Denver for 25 years.  In my final years there, I had the privilege

of having “grand-students” – children of my former students.  I also had over a dozen former preschool

students come work for me when they were in high school or college.

In 2018, I moved to Greeley to be nearer my family and joined the staff of Trinity Lutheran Church & School.

I’m still a teaching director – so there are still lots of challenges to keep me fresh and engaged. My current

big project is getting Colorado Shines to recognize National Lutheran School Accreditation as an alternate

method of getting a quality rating.  As soon as that happens, I will lead my school through the latest version

of the NLSA early childhood instrument.

Shortly after I moved to Greeley, all of my family members moved away.  I still love Colorado and have a

wonderful circle of friends here and want to stay forever.  I fill any free time with cooking or following my

favorite sports teams.  In homage to my childhood home, I still wear red most Saturdays and follow the

football and volleyball teams.  I was a Rockies season ticket holder for 25 years.  I love the Colorado

Avalanche and have been to all three Stanley Cup Champion parades (and I need another one in 2026).
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My name is Gwen Marshall. I’m originally from western Nebraska, but

my family moved to Fort Collins in the late 70’s. Colorado became my

summer home when I was in college.

I’m a graduate of St. John’s College, Winfield, KS< and this is my

44th year as an educator (40 of them have been in Lutheran

schools). My first call was to First Lutheran in Ponca City, OK, then I

became part of the start-up staff at Tulsa Lutheran School.
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Early Childhood 
Director

SAMI WHITE‌
Beaut i fu l  Sav ior -  Broomf ie ld

educator

CONNIE JOHNSON‌
PWC- Aurora

Administrator

CHERYL GILBERT‌
Immanuel  -  Love land

School Shepherd

PASTOR MICHAEL REDEKER‌
Lutheran Church and School  of Mess iah  at

Grand Junct ion ,  Colorado

DCE

CASSIE SCHERMBECK‌
Our Father -  Centenn ia l

Attributes of Connie:

Connie is able to weave prayer, scripture and faith

into conversations she has with both her students

and their families. She is tireless in her pursuit of

excellence and invests far beyond her teaching

role. She is a loving mentor and strives to reflect

Christ’s love in both word and action. 

Attributes of Sami:

Sami is always present with kind and gentle words

of encouragement. Sami uses the Word of the Lord

in her conversations and is always helpful and

encouraging to those she supports. She is very

involved in the Broomfield Early Childcare Council

Attributes of Cheryl:

Cheryl provides spiritual leadership in

countless ways. She points students, staff, and

families to the truth that they are loved

children of God. She is a strong encourager

and is a welcoming presence.

Attributes of Cassie:

Cassie strives for excellence in numerous ways,

through faithful service and care for those she

serves. Cassie engages both in her church family

and the broader community to share the love of

Jesus.
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Jeffrey Blersch is a nationally recognized organist, choral conductor, and composer of music

for the church. He serves as Professor of Music at Concordia University, Nebraska, a position

he has held since 2002, where he teaches organ, courses in music theory, composition,

arranging, and is the conductor of the Cantamus Women’s Choir. He is a graduate of the

Oberlin College Conservatory of Music where he received degrees in organ performance and

music education, and of the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, where he earned the Doctor of

Musical Arts in Organ Performance. His principal teachers have included Roberta Gary, Garth

Peacock, and Marilyn Mason.  

Best known for his creative hymn interpretations, he regularly performs hymn festivals and

recitals across the United States. Performances have included conventions of the American

Guild of Organists, Association of Lutheran Church Musicians, and National Association of

Pastoral Musicians, as well as the Meyerson Symphony Center, Dallas, and the Kauffman

Center, Kansas City. His performances have been featured on American Public Media’s

Pipedreams, and The Lutheran Hour. 

Blersch has been an active church musician since being appointed organist of Peace

Lutheran Church, Cincinnati, Ohio at age eight. His organ, choral, and piano compositions and

collections, which number over 300 titles, are published with Concordia Publishing House and

Northwestern Publishing House, and his original hymn tunes have been included in three

hymnals, including Lutheran Service Book. He has released two compact disc recordings of

his own compositions and arrangements, Resounding Alleluias, and On Christmas Night, and

two Eps, Piano Duets for Christmas and Piano Duets for Easter on major streaming services. 

Prior to his appointment at Concordia, Dr. Blersch served as Cantor of Trinity Lutheran

Church, Peoria, IL, Associate Professor of Music and Director of Choral Activities at

Concordia University, Ann Arbor, MI, and as an elementary music specialist in the Brunswick

City Schools, Brunswick, Ohio. Jeff has served as a national director at large on the board of

the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians and currently serves as Dean of the Lincoln

Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. Jeff and his wife Carla, also an organist, have

three grown children, Aaron, Ryan, and Jenna.

Grace Lutheran’s

2  Annual nd

Organ Service of

Thanksgiving and

Praise

Date: Nov. 2, 2025 at 4:00 pm

(fellowship reception to follow) 

Location:

Grace Lutheran Church, 

11135 Newlin Gulch Blvd.

Parker, Colorado 80134  

303-840-5493 

Grace Lutheran Church, Parker is blessed to feature Dr. Jeffrey Blersch of Concordia

University at our second annual organ concert on the four-manual Rodgers Infinity 480. Dr.

Blersch will be playing some of his original hymn introductions and interpretations as well as

various organ 

literature. You won’t want to miss this wonderful 

opportunity to listen and worship with this gifted composer and organist IN PERSON in our

area, on the bench of a fantastic instrument!!! 

F o r  m o r e  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s  p l e a s e
v i s i t  t h e  R M D  E v e n t s  w e b s i t e

https://rm.lcms.org/events/
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On Oct. 25, we continue our year of church

worker appreciation by thanking God for

four commissioned (auxiliary) offices that

support the work of the Holy Ministry: 

Deaconess, Director of Family Life, Director

of Christian Outreach and Director of

Church Ministries.

CHURCH 
WORKER
APPRECIATION

Click here for more ways to show appreciation for

those who serve our church or school community

On Oct. 12, we begin our year of

church worker appreciation by

thanking God for our pastors, who

stand in the stead of Christ as they

bring us His gifts of Word and

Sacrament.

https://calendar.lcms.org/event/church-worker-appreciation-deaconess-director-of-family-life-ministry-director-of-christian-outreach-director-of-church-ministries-2025/
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Since  i ts  humble  beginn ings  in  1979 ,  God
has  r ich l y  b lessed the  work  o f  Lutherans
For  Li fe  (LFL)  and expanded i ts  out reach
ef fo r ts  to  inc lude th ree  v i ta l  min is t r y
depar tments :

Word  o f  Hope
Y4Li fe
Vo lunteer  Re la t ions   

Through the  dedicat ion  o f  our  amaz ing
teams and the  t i re less  e f fo r ts  o f  our
execut i ve  and suppor t  s ta f f ,  LFL  has
empowered thousands  o f  congregat ions  and
tens  o f  thousands  o f  youth  and adu l ts  to
become Gospe l -mot iva ted  vo ices  For  Li fe .
 
Th is  year ,  f inanc ia l  donat ions  and min is t r y
g i f ts  fo r  Lutherans  For  Li fe  a re  down .  So ,
the  deve lopment  depar tment  o f  LFL  c reated
a f r iend l y  and "somewhat  compet i t i ve "
Lutherans  For  Li fe  Nat iona l  Conference
fundra is ing  campaign—Changing Hear ts
Together—to  ra ise  $10 ,000 for  the  v i ta l
work  o f  LFL .
 
Par t ic ipants  were  d iv ided into  four  teams
and ass igned a  co lo r ,  name,  and LFL
di rector  to  fos ter  a  sense  o f  camarader ie
and compet i t ion .

Team Fa i th  ( ye l low)  was  led  by  Miche l le
Bauman ,  D i rector  o f  Y4Li fe .
Team Hope (purp le )  was  under  the  gu idance
of  Chr iss ie  Gi l le t ,  D i rec tor  o f  Word  o f
Hope .
Team Love  ( red)  was  led  by  Miche le
Har tshorn ,  Ass is tant  D i rector  o f  Vo lunteer
Re la t ions ,  and Mar ie  Fenske .
Team Li fe  (b lue )  was  represented by  Dav id
Probst ,  D i rec tor  o f  Deve lopment .

The  ob ject i ve  o f  our  Changing  Hear ts  Together  fundra iser
campaign  was  fo r  each  team to  ra ise  the  h ighest  to ta l
donat ions  o f  a l l  four  teams before  the  end o f  the  banquet  on
Thursday  even ing .  To  encourage par t ic ipat ion ,  members  o f  the
winn ing  team wou ld  rece ive  an  LFL g i f t  bag wi th  l i fe -a f f i rming
resources .  P lus ,  our  Execut i ve  Di rector ,  Rev .  Dr .  Ar ic  Fenske ,
agreed to  eat  b readed and deep- f r ied  Rocky  Mounta in  Oy sters
i f  the  $10 ,000 fundra is ing  goa l  was  met .

The  Changing  Hear ts  Together  fundra is ing  campaign  was  a
t remendous  success  because  o f  the  min is t r y  par tnersh ip  and
unwaver ing  commitment  our  par t ic ipants  had to  Lutherans  For
Li fe  and our  miss ion  to  equip  Lutherans  and the i r  ne ighbors  to
be Gospe l -mot iva ted  vo ices  For  Li fe .
 

Your  suppor t  o f  thoughts ,  p rayers ,  and generous  g i f ts  a re
a l lowing  us  to  cont inue  our  e f fo r ts  to  proc la im the  t ru th  that  a l l
human l i fe  i s  c reated  by  God ,  redeemed by  Jesus  Chr is t ,  and
ca l led  by  the  Ho l y  Sp i r i t .
 

You  can  s t i l l  he l p  by  c l ick ing  on  th is  l ink .
Or  you  can  mai l  a  donat ion  to :

Lutherans  For  Li fe
1101  5th  St reet
Nevada ,  IA  50201-1816

Thanks  to  the  generos i t y  o f  our
conference par t ic ipants ,  the  Changing
Hear ts  Together  fundra is ing  campaign
was  an  amazing  success !  In  to ta l ,  215
conference a t tendees  cont r ibuted  85
gi f ts ,  exceeding  our  in i t ia l  $10 ,000
goa l  by  Wednesday  a f te rnoon and
surpass ing  $15 ,000 by  Thursday
af te rnoon .  By  the  end o f  the
conference on  Fr iday  morn ing ,  we  had
reached an  incred ib le  to ta l  o f  over
$22 ,400!  To  top  th ings  o f f ,  the
Pres ident  o f  the  LCMS Rocky  Mounta in
Dis t r ic t ,  Rev .  James Maxwel l ,  and
Dav id  Probst ,  D i rec tor  o f  Deve lopment
for  LFL ,  jo ined Rev .  Dr .  Fenske  in
eat ing  the  Rocky  Mounta in  Oy sters !

https://form-renderer-app.donorperfect.io/give/lutherans-for-life/changinghearts
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Lef t  to  r ight :  B i l l  Schneider ,
War ren  Gra f f ,  Jason Rust ,  B i l l

He i tho ld ,  re t i ree  Gar y  P iepkorn ,
Tom Reeder ,  Scot t  B lazek ,  Wi l l

Rose ,  Br ian  F lamme

Back  in  Ju l y ,  P r .  Gar y  P iepkorn
ce lebrated  h is  re t i rement .  He  ser ved
in  New Mexico  and was  on  the  Board
for  the  Dis t r ic t  many  years  ago .  We
give  pra ise  to  God fo r  h is  min is t r y !

God g ives  His  church  pastors  and church
workers  fo r  the  sake  o f  the  Gospe l .  Pastors
proc la im Chr is t  and admin is te r  the
Sacraments ,  means  th rough which  peop le
rece ive  Chr is t ’s  sav ing  work .  Church
workers  ass is t  the  pastora l  o f f ice  in  ser v ice
to  the  Word ,  w i tness ing  to  Chr is t  da i l y  in
var ious  ro les .  Chr is t ’s  church  wi l l  cont inue
unt i l  He  re turns ,  and that  church  wi l l
cont inue  to  need workers .

Parents/grandparents ,  pastors ,  p ro fess iona l
church  workers ,  Sunday  schoo l  teachers  and
others  in  your  congregat ion  he l p  in f luence
chi ld ren  to  cons ider  ser v ing  the  church  in
these  sacred and joy fu l  vocat ions .  Set
Apar t  to  Serve (SAS)  i s  an  in i t ia t i ve  o f  the
LCMS to  recru i t  church  workers .  S ince
church  work  i s  rooted in  Bapt ism and a
l i fe t ime o f  hear ing  the  Word ,  SAS
encourages  young peop le  to  cons ider
church  work  vocat ions  pr imar i l y  th rough
the i r  cont inued and fa i th fu l  invo l vement
wi th  the i r  congregat ion .

http://lcef.org/forward
http://lcef.org/listen
https://www.lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve
https://www.lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve
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Contact Information
Newsletter Deadline - 
First of Each Month
Send news to
communications@rm.lcms.org

To contact the Rocky Mountain
District, please email
info@rm.lcms.org

T o  u p d a t e  y o u r  r o s t e r  p a p e r w o r k ,  o r  i f  y o u
h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t
M s .  M o n i q u e  H j a l m q u i s t
m o n i q u e @ r m . l c m s . o r g
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  t o  
R e v .  J a m e s  M a x w e l l ,  D i s t r i c t  P r e s i d e n t
R e v .  P a u l  A l b e r s ,  D i s t r i c t  E d u c a t i o n
E x e c u t i v e

T o  s e e  a n y  c u r r e n t  v a c a n c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e
D i s t r i c t ,  p l e a s e  c l i c k  h e r e  
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https://rm.lcms.org/official-business/calls-vacancies/current-vacancies-commissioned-minister/
https://rm.lcms.org/official-business/calls-vacancies/current-vacancies-commissioned-minister/

